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WHERE  WE  ARE  ...AND  WHERE  WE'RE  GOING. 

The  news  at  this  writing  is  all  good,  and  ISASC  has  never  been  in  a 
healthier  state.  Our  membership  count  is  near  the  300  mark  (291,  to  be 
exact),  and  the  latest  supplement  for  your  directory  is  enclosed.  Most 
importantly,  the  formation  of  the  European  Chapter  is  well  on  its  way, 
under  the  able  direction  of  Doug  Dallimer,  Michael  Crawforth,  Gerald 
Chell ingworth ,  Bob  Holdaway  and  others.  Membership  records  and  much  of 
the  paperwork  and  materials  needed  to  run  our  Society  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred,  and  the  takeover  responsibilities  should  be  fully  assumed  by  late 
1985  . 

IMPORTANT.  In  that  connection,  this  is  the  last  mailing  to  overseas 
members  that  will  originate  from  the  U.S.  (and  my  last  Chairman's 
Newsletter  to  that  same  group).  Henceforth,  dues  billings  to  Euro-Chapter 
members  will  originate  from  the  U.K.,  EQM '  s  will  be  shipped  i n  bul k  from 
the  U.S.  to  the  U.K.  for  individual  mailing,  and  a  Chairman's  Newsletter 
for  Euro-Chapter  members  will  be  written  by  U.K.  member  Bob  Holdaway.  In 
future  years,  the  European  Chapter  and  North  American  Chapter  will  prepare 
its  own  separate  membership  directory,  and  each  chapter  will  effect  an 
exchange  by  providing  the  other  with  a  bulk  quantity  for  distribution  to 
its  members.  Also,  arrangements  are  underway  to  provide  the  European 


(over ) 


(2) 


Chapter  with  its  share  of  all  back  EQM's  and  library  publications,  and  to 
do  the  same  with  all  future  EQM's  and  new  library  offerings.  This  means 
that  Euro-Chapter  members,  current  and  new,  will  be  able  to  order  their 
library  needs  directly  from  the  U.K.  rather  from  the  U.S.  By  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  new  year,  everything  should  be  well  in  place  and  function¬ 
ing  smoothly. 

Finally,  a  reminder  to  all  Euro-Chapter  members  (including  those  in 
Israel,  South  Africa,  Australia  and  Japan):  Henceforth,  all  correspond¬ 
ence  of  any  sort  should  be  directed  to  Doug  Dallimer  in  London,  rather 
than  to  me.  As  of  this  date,  I  will  be  handling  business  matters  only  for 
the  North  American  Chapter. 

IT'S  ELECTION  TIME  AGAIN... 

and  we're  again  calling  on  our  membership  to  elect  five  directors  for  a 
three-year  term  starting  January  1,  1986.  A  nominating  committee  com¬ 
prising  Bob  Stein  and  Michael  Crawforth  has  submitted  a  proposed  slate, 
and  their  names  are  shown  on  the  enclosed  ballot,  along  with  provision  for 
write-in  nominees.  Please  vote,  checking  only  the  first  box  if  you're  for 
the  entire  slate.  Alternatively,  check  only  the (names  of  the  particular 
nominees  you  choose  to  vote  for  and  write  in  the  name(s)  of  any  nominees, 
including  yourself,  you  wish  to  vote  for.  A  return  envelope  is  provided 
to  facilitate  your  returning  the  ballot. 

The  first  official  action  of  the  newly-elected  directors,  in  accordance 
with  ISASC  by-laws,  will  be  to  elect  officers  for  the  three-year  term 
starting  January  1,  1986,  which  means  that  you  can  look  forward  to 
learning  in  a  forthcoming  Chairman's  Newsletter  who  will  be  at  ISASC's 
helm  for  the  years  that  lie  ahead. 

NEWS  OF  MEMBER  MEETINGS. 

The  most  recent  took  place  this  past  July  6  at  the  Swan  Inn  in 
Knutsford,  England,  and  a  fine  turnout  was  recorded.  Three  Holland 
visitors,  Gerard  Houben,  Lou  uit  den  Boogaard,  and  Sjoerd  Bruinsma, 
crossed  the  Channel  to  be  on  hand,  and  several  non-members  (presumably 
collectors)  from  Knutsford  also  were  in  attendance. 
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Following  a  business  discussion,  a  "bring  and  buy"  session  took  place, 
including  dealers'  wares,  and  resulted  in  considerable  activity.  This  was 
followed  by  lunch  and  then  a  discourse  on  Joseph  and  Edmund  Ratcliff, 
well-known  letter  scale  makers,  featuring  remarks  by  Michael  Crawforth  and 
Michael  Robinson  and  a  short  treatise  on  the  Ratcliffs  by  Diana  Crawforth. 
Time  was  then  spent  in  informal  discussion,  and  eighteen  of  those  present 
stayed  on  for  dinner  and  more  scale  talk. 

IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE... 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  European  Chapter,  plans  call  for  two  meetings 
yearly  (Spring  and  Fall),  with  this  Fall's  scheduled  for  October,  again  in 
Knutsford  (to  be  run  by  Brian  Brass),  and  next  Spring's  scheduled  near 
Leicester  on  May  18  (to  be  run  by  Bernard  Goodwin).  There's  talk,  also, 
of  a  Paris  meeting  in  August  of  1986,  and  European  Chapter  members  can 
expect  to  find  more  detailed  information  on  all  future  meetings  in 
forthcoming  Chairman's  Newsletters. 

AND  IN  THE  STATES. . . 

plans  for  a  North  American  Chapter  convention  are  well  underway. 
Washington,  D.C.  is  to  be  the  site,  and  the  tentative  date  is  the  weekend 
of  May  2-4,  1986.  Member  Gene  Mahoney  of  Berkeley  Springs,  West  Virginia, 
has  volunteered  to  be  the  convention  chairman,  and  he  and  I  will  be 
meeting  before  this  year  is  out  to  finalize  the  arrangements.  Now's  the 
time  to  mark  your  calendar.  Washington,  D.C.  is  beautiful  in  the  spring, 
and  there's  so  much  to  see  and  do  in  addition  to  pursuing  our  common 
interest  that  you  might  consider  an  extended  visit.  Look  to  the  January 
Chairman's  Newsletter  for  more  information  and  a  reservation  form. 

Beyond  1986,  plans  for  a  Spring,  1987,  convention  are  also  being 
formulated,  with  the  site  to  be  southern  California.  Member  Jan  Macho  of 
La  Canad a , Cal i for n i a ,  has  volunteered  to  be  the  convention  chairman,  and 
while  1987  is  still  a  long  way  off,  a  visit  to  the  Golden  State  is  nice  to 

contemplate . 
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It  goes  without  saying  (but  we'll  say  it  anyway)  that  all  ISASC  members, 
wherever  they're  from,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  ISASC  meetings 
wherever  they're  held. 

SCALE  POSTERS  FOR  SCALE  COLLECTORS. 

For  some  time  now,  our  library  has 
offered  a  60-page  book  titled,  "The 
American  Weigh,"  containing  photo¬ 
graphs  of  27  penny- we igh i ng  scales 
(also  called  "person  scales"),  from 
the  Christopher  Steele  collection. 

We've  recently  learned  that  a 
series  of  three  full-color  posters, 
each  illustrating  nine  of  these 
scales  (collectively,  all  27),  is 
available  through  the  Taft  Museum 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  the 
Steele  collection  has  been  exhibited. 

The  posters  measure  19"  x  31,"  and 
having  seen  them  first-hand,  we  can 
testify  that,  indeed,  they  are  quite 
handsome.  The  cost  for  one  is  $10.00 
plus  $2.00  shipping:  for  the  series  of 
three,  $25.00  plus  $3.00  shipping. 

(Note;  the  shipping  charge  covers  3rd 
class  mail  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada, 
seama il  elsewhere.)  To  order  one  or 
more,  U . S . /Canad ian  members  must  remit 
a  check  or  money  order  and  overseas 
members  must  remit  an  international 
postal  money  order  or  bank  draft 
in  U.S.  dollars  to:  Ms.  Betsy 


Hume,  Taft  Museum,  316  Pike  Street, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45202,  U.S. A. 
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CRAWFORTH  HANDBOOK  ALERT. 


Michael  Crawforth  advised  us  a  while  back  that  page 
of  Old  Weighing  Instruments  inadvertently  contained  a 
in  all)  pertaining  to  Conversion  Factors.  With  approx 
members  having  bought  the  Handbook,  it  seemed  that  the 
correct  the  situation  was  for  Michael  to  prepare  a  rev 
us  to  include  a  copy  with  this  mailing,  and  that's  wha 
Carley  reproduced  the  replacement  page  in  quantity  and 
without  protruding.  All  a  Handbook  owner  need  do  is  i 
its  proper  place,  make  sure  it  fits,  and  then  tack  it 
with  rubber  cement  or  glue  along  one  or  more  of  the  ou 


53  of  his  Handbook 
number  of  errors  (11 
imately  150  or  so 
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ised  page  53  and  for 
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trimmed  it  to  fit 
nsert  the  page  in 
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OUR  MEMBERS  GET  AROUND. 


David  Colker  (Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida),  besides  being  chairman  of  the 
ACNA  Foundation,  is  quite  an  authority  on  private  art  foundations  at 

large.  This  past  September,  the  National  Association  of  Private  Art 
Foundations  held  a  conference  titled,  "Challenges  for  Private  Foundations" 
at  Colonial  Williamsburg,  Virginia.  During  the  first  day's  proceedings, 
David  moderated  a  seminar,  panel  members  of  which  comprised  a  museum 
director  and  U.S.  Senate,  State  Department,  and  Customs  Service  officials. 
The  subject?  "The  Impact  of  Foreign  Export  Controls,  Custom  Regulations 
and  the  National  Stolen  Property  Act  on  the  Importation  of  Art  into  the 
United  States."  The  sound  of  that  makes  metrology  seem  like  child's  play! 


Again  this  past  mid-August,  as  is  his  wont  each  year,  Jan  Macho  came  to 
Chicago  to  attend  a  housewares  trade  show,  and  while  in  town  found  time 
for  a  brief  visit  with  one  Bob  Stein.  A  highlight  of  their  get-together 
was  Jan's  recounting  his  trip  this  past  March  to  England,  France  and 
Italy.  He  not  only  acquired  a  dozen  or  so  scales  during  his  travels,  but 
also  visited  with  the  Crawforths  in  Oxford  and  Brian  Brass  in  London.  We 
definitely  agreed  that  visiting  with  members  is  all  it  takes  to  make  a 
trip  worthwhile,  regardless  of  what  luck  we  have  in  finding  scales. 
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Ruth  Willard  of  San  Francisco  has  a  literary  side  that  recently  found 
expression  in  a  newly-published  book  titled,  Sacred  Places.  According  to 
a  recent  review,  its  300  pages  and  90  photos  are  devoted  to  a  history  and 
portrayal  of  San  Francisco  ecclesiastical  architecture,  and  our  very  own 
Ruth,  as  the  review  states,  "wrote  the  final  narrative,  contributing  her 
considerable  writing  talent  and  knowledge  of  history,"  Richly-deserved 
praise,  we're  sure. 

Another  wel 1-traveled  member  is  Fritz  Schmerl  of  Piedmont,  California, 
who  writes  to  tell  us  that  his  family  of  four  visited  the  Crawforths  in 
Oxford  this  past  summer,  spending  an  entire  day  with  them.  The  Schmerls 
clearly  found  their  sojourn  delightful,  as  Fritz's  letter  was  replete  with 
such  phrases  as,  "royal  welcome,"  "entertaining,  sometimes  profound  but 
always  informative,  conversation,"  and  "close  kinship."  Such  expressions 
say  it  all. 

Lewis  Weiss  and  spouse,  Ruth,  of  Rydal ,  Pennsylvania,  also  visited 
Europe  this  past  summer,  including  Germany,  Poland,  Hungary,  and  Austria 
in  their  itinerary.  During  the  German  leg  of  their  trip  they  paid  a  visit 
to  Hans  and  Inis  Jenemann  in  Hochheim  and  saw  not  only  Hans's  collection 
of  precision  balances  at  his  home  but  an  exhibit  in  Frankfurt  of  more  than 
30  Jenemann  scales  on  display.  In  Munich,  they  visited  with  Walter 
Tschohl  and  his  wife  and,  again,  were  privy  to  the  Tschohl  collection 
which  Lewis  describes  as  "extensive  and  wonderful." 


Other  highlights  of  their  trip  included  visits  to  the  Deutsches  Museum 
in  Munich  which  houses  an  extensive  display  of  weights  and  measures,  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Museum  in  Budapest,  which  includes  scales  and  weights 
among  its  artifacts. 


Lewis  and  Ruth  ended  their  trip  by  visiting  Vermont,  where  they  went  to 
St.  Johnsburg,  the  home  of  Fairbanks  scales.  Much  to  their  disappoint¬ 
ment,  they  found  nothing  in  shops,  galleries,  the  Col t-Fairbanks  factory, 
or  even  in  the  Fairbanks  Museum  itself  relating  to  scales.  A  similar 
experience  awaited  them  when  they  went  on  to  Rutland,  Vermont,  the  home  of 
Howe  Scale  Company.  A  sad  but  true  commentary  on  the  lack  of  U.S.  scale 
manufacturer  archives. 
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On  a  happier  note,  Lewis  told  us  of  the  lectures  he's  been  giving  on  the 
history  of  scales  and  weights  to  antique  study  groups  and  adult  education 
schools  located  in  his  area.  The  antique  study  groups  are  affiliated  with 
National  Ouestors,  a  nationwide  organization  of  such  groups,  several  of 
which  are  scheduled  to  hear  the  Weiss  lecture  in  the  future. 

AS  WE  ENTER  1986 .  .  . 


this  will  be  my  last  missive  of  the  year,  and  in  the  future  my  Chairman's 
Newsletter  will  be  directed  to  North  American  Chapter  members  only. 

Which  is  not  to  say  that  I  won't  stay  in  touch  with  the  many  friends  I've 
made  in  places  near  and  far  during  the  years  since  ISASC  was  founded.  And 
it  is  not  to  say  that  Margie  and  I  won't  be  visiting  those  same  friends  in 
the  U.K.  and  on  the  Continent  in  the  years  that  lie  ahead.  I'll  continue 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  our  North  American  Chapter  until  I'm  able  to 
find  a  successor,  and  meanwhile,  for  as  long  as  I  can  see  into  the  future. 
I'll  look  forward  to  continuing  a  cordial  relationship  with  each  and  every 
ISASC  member  across  the  world.  On  that  note,  may  I  extend  to  each  and 
every  one  of  you  my  very  best  wishes  for  the  very  best  of  new  years. 


